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Vodafone Warriors Make Major 
Announcements

By Richard Becht

VODAFONE WARRIORS head coach Stephen Kearney has today named fullback Roger Tuivasa-Sheck 
as the club’s 2017 NRL captain while also confirming Kiwi second rower Tohu Harris has been signed on 

a four-year deal from 2018.

Kearney has additionally announced veteran second rower Simon Mannering as the club’s 2017 vice-captain.     

“These are critical decisions we’ve made in the club’s best interests for not just this season but also for our 
future,” said Kearney.

“We’ve given the captaincy a lot of thought throughout the offseason before reaching this point.

“Roger offers all the qualities we want from our players. He is a true professional in the way he goes about all 
he does, providing a wonderful example for players to follow. He’s also one of our leaders and has many years 
left in the game.

“Simon will give him the support he needs as vice-captain. It’s important to have him in the role because he 
epitomises everything our club stands for.”

Kearney paid tribute to veteran second rower Ryan Hoffman, who led the side last year.

“Hoff has given the Vodafone Warriors tremendous service as a player since joining us in 2015 and as captain 
last season,” he said.

“As one of our leaders he’ll still have a critical leadership role to play this year. That won’t change.

“What we’ve done is to look further ahead with not just the captaincy but also the make-up of our squad.

“It’s exciting to bring Roger in as our new captain and to also secure Tohu from next season. He’s a wonder-
ful forward, still young and very much at the top of his game. I certainly look forward to having him with us 
next year.”

Tuivasa-Sheck (23) said he was honoured to become the Vodafone Warriors’ 11th captain after Dean Bell 
(1995), Greg Alexander (1996), Matthew Ridge (1997-1999), John Simon (2000), co-captains Stacey Jones 
and Kevin Campion (2001), Monty Betham (2002-2004), Steve Price (2005-2009), Mannering (2010-2015) 
and Hoffman (2016).

Continued on next page...
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“I was really humbled when Mooks offered me the position,” said Tuivasa-Sheck.

“It’s a huge privilege to be captain of my club and I’m excited about taking on the added responsibility. I want 
to do all I can to help the Vodafone Warriors become the club we all want it to be.”

Mannering, 31 this year, said he would give not just Tuivasa-Sheck but the entire team all the support he 
could.

“I stepped aside from the captaincy last year and enjoyed the chance I had to focus more on my own job as a 
player,” he said.

“Mooks has come on board and asked me to take on the vice-captain’s job. I’m happy to do it if he thinks it’s 
in the team’s best interests. For me it’s all about trying to make our club the best it can be.”

In his reign as captain Mannering led the Vodafone Warriors a club record 136 times and added a 137th 
match in charge when he took over from Hoffman for a game last year.

Hastings born and raised Harris (25), off-contract with Melbourne this year, said he was thrilled about the 
chance to link up with the Vodafone Warriors.

“I’ve had a great time with the Storm and I owe them so much for what they’ve done for me,” he said.

“Coming home to play for the Vodafone Warriors is a fantastic opportunity, though. The club has a great ros-
ter with so many Kiwi boys there and being back in New Zealand closer to family is a big attraction.

“I also have great respect for Mooks through my time with him in the Kiwis and I look forward to working 
with him again.” 

Harris has made 103 NRL appearances for Melbourne since debuting in 2013 while he has played 16 Tests for 
the Kiwis.  

Continued from previous page...

Watch Stephen Kearney and Roger Tuivasa-Sheck talk 
about the news, click the link below:

https://youtu.be/7rg9Y8qraYs

COME SEE THE STARS PLAY   
» JARRYD HAYNE   
» SHAUN JOHNSON  
» JOHNATHAN THURSTON  
   PLUS MANY MORE! 
AT AUCKLAND’S MOST  
EPIC EVENT!

BOOK NOW AT TICKETEK

THE GREATEST  
WEEKEND!
SAT 4 & SUN 5 FEBRUARY 2017
EDEN PARK, AUCKLAND

2 DAY TICKET 

FROM $69* 

*FEES APPLY

https://youtu.be/7rg9Y8qraYs
http://premier.ticketek.co.nz/shows/show.aspx?sh=NRLNINES17
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Reader Mail

Morning Peter,

ENCLOSED IS some photos of my wife Sopee Thomas & son Jedi 
Thai-La. My wife has never won anything in her life  and has been 

in New Zealand for 3 years and to win these tickets she is so excited to 
be going to her first league game and to see our team the warriors play. 
She wanted me to speak on behalf of her to thank you. Shes excited and 
can not wait until the weekend.

LOL now I have to get them jerseys

Steve Thomas

Eligible customers only. Not available to business customers. $2.50 admin fee applies. Full terms go to vodafone.co.nz/movies. One 2 for 1 Movie Voucher offer per person, per week.

Get movie deals  
any day of the week 
Thanks to Vodafone Fantastic Fridays

Visit vodafone.co.nz/movies

Vodafone
Power to you

http://shop.warriorsstore.co.nz/


Our Sponsors
A VERY BIG THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SUPPORTING BRANDS!

Without the help of these brands the Sir Peter Leitch Club and Newsletter wouldn’t be as 
 fantastic as it is. If you do get the opportunity please support them whenever you can.

The Newsletter Team
Here is the team that help me put together the newsletter each week. We have a number of  

fantastic contributors who send in content each week that along with my editorial gets wrapped up by our 
graphic designer and sent out by our distribution man to your inbox.

Sir Peter Leitch - Editor
David Kemeys - Editor at Large
Hayden Woodhead - Graphic Designer
Stephan Maier - Distribution 

John Deaker - Correspondent 
John Coffey - Southern Correspondent
Barry Ross - Australian Correspondent
Ben Francis - Northern Correspondent

John Holloway - Correspondent
Miles Davis - Correspondent

If you wish to subscribe to the newsletter go to: 
www.sirpeterleitch.co.nz


